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Pastor’s Meditation 
 

One Word 

   I was at a Bible study recently where the pastor leading the 

opening prayer had a wonderful devotion that I want to share 

with you and encourage you to do. 

   Pastor Drex asked each person in the group to pause for sixty 

seconds and to listen for the one word that God is speaking to 

them at this time.  There were about seven in the class and we 

all dutifully were silent for the appointed time. 

   In my mind I envisioned a giant wheel like the one on Wheel 

of Fortune which was spinning and spinning but instead of 

landing on an amount of money or “Bankrupt”, the wheel spun 

passed many words.  Many words flashed through my mind 

but when the wheel stopped it was clearly on the word 

“peace”.  Other participants said their word was “focus”, 

“patience”, “beauty”.  I encourage you to do this.  You can do 

this in a group or alone.  When in a group you don’t have to 

share the word which came to you if you would rather not. 

   Reflecting a little more on the word that I chose, peace is  

certainly something we need in this world today.  Jesus says in 

John 14:27, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.  I do not 

give to you as the world gives.  Do not let your hearts be troubled, 

and do not let them be afraid.” 

It seems today that the world is certainly better at giving fear 

than peace.  What a blessing it is to know that our God gives 

to us “the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding” that 

will “guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” 

Philippians 4: 7 

We don’t really “understand” the rain in Summer but we can 

appreciate how it washes over us and refreshes us. 

Concluded on the next page 
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   So it is with God’s peace which comes to us in a loud world of hate and confusion and 

covers us with God’s peace.  Jesus atones for our sins.  The word “atone” in Hebrew 

means to cover.  Martin Luther used to say that God’s sweet love covers us like a blanket, 

but our feet stick out and the devil is always there to nip at them. 

   Prayer is a good way to find peace.  Take a deep breath and listen at least as much as 

you talk. 

   Prayer is a place.  One time when my mother was seriously ill in a hospital in  

Pittsburgh we were all standing by her bedside.  As it is in hospitals, there were many 

sounds, smells, sights and lighting which can be uncomfortable for people.  The pastor 

came in and prayed and it was like a veil came down around us and covered us with 

God’s peace blocking out all the disturbing distractions. 
 

   Speaking of “one word”, Jesus is the Word as John chapter one tells us.  The Word 

made flesh…God incarnate come into the world.  Ultimately Christ is our “one word”.  

The Word made flesh Who defeated death on the cross and rose again in the Resurrection 

for all of us! 

   In Matthew 8:8, holy Scripture tells us, “The centurion answered and said, Lord, I am not 

worthy that you should come under my roof; but speak the word only, and my servant shall be 

healed.” 

   Take some time soon to go somewhere quiet and contemplate Pastor Drex’s devotion.  

Be silent and still for a minute and be open to the one word God wants you to hear. 

“Be still and know that I am God.”  Psalm 46:10 

   Words can be powerful things.  A kind word to a person can change someone’s day, or 

life, in ways you may never know.  A harsh word may never be forgotten as it wounds 

someone.  Scripture is the Word of God. 

  In one of the Creation stories (Genesis chapter one) God creates the world by speaking.  

I pray that you are open to God’s peace in these troubled times….are patient and can  

focus on the beauty of God’s world…...What is your one word? 
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Hymn of the Month for April 

The Story behind “The Old Rugged Cross” 

   As a Methodist evangelist, George Bennard wrote the first verse of "The Old 

Rugged Cross" in Albion, Michigan, in the fall of 1912 as a response to ridicule 

that he had received at a revival meeting.  Bennard traveled with Ed E. Mieras 

from Chicago to Sturgeon Bay, Wisconsin where they held Evangelistic meetings 

at the Friends Church from December 29, 1912, to January 12, 1913.  During the 

meetings Rev. George Bennard finished "The Old Rugged Cross" and on the last 

night of the meetings, Bennard and Mieras performed it as a duet before a full 

house with Pearl Torstensen Berg, organist for the meeting, as accompanist. 

   The hymn uses a sentimental popular song form with a verse/chorus pattern in 6, 

8 time and it speaks of the writer's adoration of Christ and His sacrifice at  

Calvary.  Bennard retired to Reed City, Michigan, and the town maintains a  

museum dedicated to his life and ministry.  A memorial has also been created in 

Youngstown at Lake Park Cemetery.  A plaque commemorating the first  

performance of the song stands in front of the Friend's Church in Sturgeon Bay, WI. 

   "The Old Rugged Cross" has been a country gospel favorite ever since it  

became the title song of Ernest Tubb's 1952 gospel album; it has been  

performed by some of the twentieth century's most important recording artists. 

Submitted by Vickie Kissinger 

Ahava will be playing 

Wednesday April 2nd at the 
Lenten Cluster Service 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Old_Rugged_Cross
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Old_Rugged_Cross
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PRAYER CORNER 

Please pray for the following people: 
Pat McQuate, Dave Haldeman, Jeff Moyer, Tom Parrish Sr.,  
Emily Parrish, Amy Weik, Roger Gehman, Jonah Hogan, Dave Wilhide, 
Clair Miller (with family in NJ), Tim Harting, Tess Freeman, Mike Leed, 
Elaine Haldeman, Shirley Sweigart, Skip Hutchinson, Jane Goshert 
(Home Hospice), Jay Stoltzfus (with family in Florida),  
Beverly Sweigart, Theda Raffauf, Mary Weidman, Sam Soto,  
Roy Latshaw, Amanda Benton, Marty Leed & Family, Fay Weitzel,  
Vivian Gehr, Barb Moyer and Judy Meckley. 
 

Artman Lutheran Home, Ambler: Sally Wealand 

Ephrata Manor: Iris Weaver, Dorothy Hutchinson, Vesta Reber,  
Shirl Tobias, Pauline Sawyer, Joan Wentzel and Bob Weaver 

Keystone Villa: Betty Firestine                    Maple Farms: Janet Hirneisen 

Neffsville Rehab & Nursing: Pauline Martin 

Phoebe Berks: Nick Rampolla          Wellspan York Hospital: Jay Weaver 

 

Doug Cody, Ruth Bieler, Pope Francis, Fred Leathery, Mark Wojcicki, 
Karen Velez, Ron Neidigh, Kara Trowbridge, Randy Vollmer,  
Polly Stendl, Mary Morton, Dick Reed (Home Hospice),  
Brenda Sweigart, Nancy Good, Jason Harting, Nancy Bolotine,  
Bea Hassler, Paul Sweigart, Kelly Root, Karen Leonhard, Sue Kreitz, 
Dennis Betz, Dale Firestone, Mary Sanger, Andy & Brenda Gabig,  
Brian Fetter, Pastor Karen Larson, Brian Kerns, Mary Lou Crum,  
Bob Bos, Curtis Townsley, Robyn Redcay, Corrina Bender,  
Margaret Weller, Bud Bender, and Cynthia Peters. 

 

Pray also for the grieving families of: 

Dick Mountford, Russell Petticoffer, Ella Felker, Tony Frey,  
Brittany Merklinger, Chris Miller, Richard Keller, Susie Wentzel,  
Matt Thorn, Nicholas Bolotine, John Hutchinson, Reverend Judy 
McKee, Ethel Leed, Grace Wentz, Don Craven, Faye Pannebecker,  
Maggie Bollinger, Harriet Stoltzfus, Mick Smyer, Lavern Gehman and 
Patricia Kieffer. 
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April 6 — 5 Lent: Isaiah 43:16-21, Psalm 126, Philippians 3:4b-14 & 

John 12:1-8 

April 13 — Palm Sunday: Isaiah 50:4-9a, Psalm 31:6-16, 

Philippians 2:5-11 & Luke 22:14-23:56 

April 17 — Maundy Thursday: Exodus 12:1-4 [5-10] 11-14, 

Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19, 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 & John 13:1-17, 31b-35 

April 18 — Good Friday: Isaiah 52:13-53:12, Psalm 22, 

Hebrews 10:16-25 & John 18:1-19:42 

April 20 — Easter Day: Acts 10:34-43 or Isaiah 65:17-25, 

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24, 1 Corinthians 15:19-26 or Acts 10:34-43 & 

Luke 24:1-12 or John 20:1-18 

April 27 — 2 Easter: Acts 5:27-32, Psalm 118:14-29 or Psalm 150, 

Revelation 1:4-8 & John 20:19-31 

Readings for the Month of April 

April 6 

Head – Troy Adair, Randy Brubaker & alternate Joan Moore 

April 13 (Palm Sunday) 

Head – Nancy Eberly, Vic Richard, & alternate Shawn Jeffers 

April 17 (Maundy Thursday)      April 18 (Good Friday) 

To be determined 

April 20 (Easter Sunday) 

Head – Kristi Leonhard, Piper Leonhard, & alternate Dave Weidman 

April 27 

Head – Jill Showalter, Vic Richard & alternate Jean Lausch 

April 
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Council MARCH 2025 

 Lowell Yost called the March meeting to order at 6:30 pm.  Shawn Jeffers read  

devotions plans to prosper you and your future then shared a prayer. 

 Pastor Tim reviewed his report, we received a check for $5,000.00 from the LSS 

Bishop’s Discretionary Fund in regards to our grant application.  At a previous 

meeting it was discussed to contribute additional monies with the grant money.  

Council confirmed approval to give $5,000.00 ($10,000.00 total) to Builders of 

Hope. 

 Peanut Butter Easter Eggs will be sold by the Youth Group Sunday March 30, April 6 

and April 13 at $5.00 a box. 

 Next Meeting is scheduled for Thursday April 10 at 6:30 pm.  We adjourned with 

the Lord’s Prayer. 
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Sunday 

April 6, 13 & 27 
      9:00 am Church Services   10:15 am - 11:00 am Sunday School 

April 13th 9:00 am Palm Sunday 

April 20th 6:00 am Easter Dawn Worship 

       9:00 am Easter Service of Holy Communion   No Sunday School class 

       2:00 pm Pastor Tim leading worship at Keystone Villa, Ephrata 
 

Monday 

April 14th 6:00 pm Social Ministry Meeting 
 

Tuesday 

April 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm Pastor Tim Zoom Bible Study 
 

Wednesday 

April 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30 1:30 pm - 3:00 pm In Person Bible Study at Church 

April 2nd 7:00 pm Lenten Worship at Mellingers   Ahava will be playing 

April 9th 7:00 pm Lenten Worship at St. Paul, Adamstown 

April 16 & 30 6:00 pm Choir Practice 

April 16th 7:00 pm Bell Choir Practice 
 

Thursday 

April 3 & 10 6:00 pm Choir Practice  &  7:00 pm Bell Choir Practice 
April 10th 6:30 pm Council Meeting 

April 17th 6:00 pm Choir Practice 
       7:00 pm Maundy Thursday Worship Service 
 

Friday 

April 18th 6:30 pm Choir Practice 
       7:00 pm Good Friday Service of the Shadows 
 

Saturday 
April 12th 1:00 pm Holy Baptism of Parker Daniel Bixler 
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Giving Program runs from Sunday, March 9 to Sunday, May 25 
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Giving Program runs from Sunday, March 9 to Sunday, May 25 



10 

 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 



11 

 



12 

 

EASS Builders of Hope Program 

 What is a volunteer Mentor? 

A mentor is a volunteer who commits to walking alongside individuals living in the Builders 
of Hope TL program.  A mentor encourages an individual to set life skill goals.  These goals 
may be set around parenting, cleaning, cooking, grocery shopping, meal planning, childcare, 
or other needs that may arise.  A mentor encourages based off lived experience.  Mentors 
vary and may not always have a family to work with in the program. 
 

 What is a volunteer Budget Coach? 

A Budget Coach is a volunteer who commits to walking alongside individuals living in the 
Builders of Hope TL program by helping them create, track and stick to a budget.  A budget 
coach reviews weekly spending habits and provides creative ideas on ways to save.  A main 
component to the program is saving so it is critical that participants work with their budget 
coach to meet the minimum savings requirements each month.  Budget coaches will also  
assist participants in understanding their credit scores and provide suggestions on how to 
improve scores. 
 

 What is the Time Commitment? 

Mentors commit to an hour a week meeting with the family.  Once a month there is an  
evening meeting held with the Builders of Hope committee to share the participant’s  
progress. 
 

 Who is the Ideal Mentor or Budget Coach? 

There is not an “ideal” person for either of these roles.  We seek individuals that are  
empathetic and passionate about helping others, free of judgement.  Someone willing to 
share their knowledge and experience while actively listening to the families’ challenges. 
 

 Does the Mentor Work Alone? 

Mentors are either paired with another 
mentor or a budget coach.  They are  
never in the home alone with the family.  
EASS staff are also available to assist the 
with any concerns that arise that may 
need additional support for the family. 

PA State Background Check, EASS  
Volunteer Application, and Child Abuse 
Clearances are required for this  
volunteer position. 

Casey Ellis at EASS has provided us with the following information for anyone interested 

in volunteering as a Mentor or Budget Coach in the Builders of Hope program. 
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April 04 

Troy Adair 

Jeremy Geunes 

Carol Jeffers 
 

April 05 

Taimi Moyer 
 

April 11 

Johan Spotts 

Ruby Kerns 
 

April 15 

Molly Brown 

Shannon Brown 

Ronald Neidigh 
 

April 19 

Adam Stahl 

William Eberly 

Timothy Firestone 

Steve Gehart 
 

April 20 

Beatrice Shimp 

Phaedra McLaughlin Craven 
 

April 21 

Crystal Lindley 

Matthew Weaver 
 

April 22 

Courtney Weaver 

April 24 

Kinsley Simmons 
 

April 26 

Beverly Sweigart 
 

April 27 

Bobbi Jo Getz 
 

April 28 

Amber Kerns 

Jean Lausch 

Donald Netzley 
 

April 29 

Peggy Enck 

David Henry 

Scott Weaver 

April 7 

Ann Geske 
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April 05, 1968                     April 24, 1997 

Joyce & Dave Wilhide             Patricia & Michael Haller 

April 12, 1997                       April 26, 1997 

Dawn & David Henry              Jen & Scott Brubaker 

April 22, 1989 

Carol & Shawn Jeffers 

Clair Miller 

16 Mount Vernon Road 

Manalapan, NJ 07726 

Iris Weaver 

Ephrata Manor 

99 Bethany Road 

Room 121 

Ephrata, PA 17522 
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Thursday April 17 

Sunday April 20 6 am Sunday April 20 

Friday April 18 Sunday April 13 

Tuesday April 22 

Sunday School Scoop 

An Easter Egg Hunt will be held for all  
Sunday School students and any visitors on 
Palm Sunday, April 13th, during the Sunday 
School hour.  It will take place on the back 

lawn of the church (or in the Social Hall if the weather doesn’t  
cooperate).  The children will hunt candy-filled plastic eggs and each 

hunter will also receive some additional Easter goodies. 
 

** THERE WILL BE NO SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES ON 
EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 20th ** 

Troop 115 upcoming events 

April 5th - Merit Badge College 

April 11th to 13th - Gettysburg Trip 

Easter Flower orders are due on Sunday April 6th and you can pick them up after either  

Easter Service on April 20th 
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IMPORTANT CONTACT INFORMATION 
MINISTERS: The people of Mellingers 
STAFF 
Pastor: Rev. Timothy Craven  (717) 738-3838   Cell: (717) 468-9049 
Director of Christian Education:  Diane Adair (717) 715-3124 
Director of Music: Vickie Kissinger (717) 354-6575  vickiekissinger@gmail.com 
Secretary: Ashley Weinhold (717) 336-8800  mellingerslutheran@gmail.com 
Treasurer: Jon Hogan (814) 289-1646 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL 
President: Lowell Yost (717) 471-7758            Vice-President: Troy Adair (717) 715-3126 

LEADERS 

Altar Guild: Kimberley Craven - Chair: (717) 519-9882 

Blood Pressure Check Coordinator: Susan Specht (717) 336-4601 

Camp Person: Kimberley Craven (717) 738-3838 

Coffee Social: Kristi Leonhard (717) 940-7535 

Communion Assistant Coordinator: Ashley Weinhold (717) 336-8800 

Finance Committee: Vic Richard (717) 951-8977, Pat Haller (717) 368-4975, Nancy Eberly (717) 945-2895 

Financial Secretary: Jill Showalter (717) 336-2839    Assistant Financial Secretary: Dawn Henry (610) 914-3218 

Greeter Coordinator: Fay Weitzel (717) 336-2124 

Lawn Care: Pat Jeffers (717) 336-8170 

Newsletter Editor: Office Staff (717) 336-8800 

Offering Counters: Nancy Eberly (717) 945-2895 

Scout Liaison: David Haldeman (717) 733-8551 

Scripture Reader Coordinator: Anita Soto (717) 419-5520 

Snow Removal: Andy Leonhard (717) 336-8800 

Special Flowers: Pat Haller (717) 368-4975 

Treasurer: Jon Hogan (814) 289-1646    Assistant Treasurer: Skip Hutchinson (717) 733-5029 

Web Site Editor: Office Staff (717) 336-8800 

Wedding Coordinator: Brittany Hartlove (717) 715-3127 

Youth Group Advisors: Kristi & Paul Leonhard  (717) 733-1260   
      Cell: (717) 940-7535    Pastor Tim (717) 738-3838 
 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

Discipleship In Life: Robert H. Getz, Jr. (717) 925-4938 

Endowment/Memorial: Randy Brubaker (717) 733-9222 

Personnel: Nancy Eberly (717) 945-2895 

Property: Andy Leonhard (717) 336-8800 

Social Ministry: Shirley Sweigart (717) 538-1946 

Worship and Music: Nancy Hain (717) 336-6270 

SCOUT LEADERS 

   Troop 115: Sheldon Brubaker (717) 468-5333 smb115@ptd.net 

   Pack 115: Daniel Marszalek  (717) 405-9724  scoutleaderdan115@yahoo.com 

 Randy Brubaker (717) 314-3449  Nancy Eberly (717) 945-2895  Mike Haller (717) 368-1572 

 Shawn Jeffers (717) 278-5000  Vic Richard (717) 951-8977  Kristi Leonhard (717) 940-7535 

 Piper Leonhard (717) 419-5691  Jill Showalter (717) 336-2839  Linda Weaver (717) 587-1319 

Recording Secretary: Ashley Weinhold  (717) 336-8800  

SOCIAL MEDIA 

RESOURCES 

WEBSITE: 

www.mellingers.org 
 

FACEBOOK: 

Check us out on Facebook.  We 
are listed under Mellingers 

Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

Peace be with you! 
 

SERVICE TIMES 

Sunday 

Worship Service 

9 am 

mailto:smb115@ptd.net
mailto:scoutleaderdan115@yahoo.com

