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April’s newsletter  
article deadlines will be 

Wednesday, March 19th. 
 

Your articles can be emailed in 

the formats of Word or PDF to: 
mellingerslutheran@gmail.com 

Pastor’s Meditation 
 

Ashes to Ashes and Dust to Dust 

   Years ago my wife Kimberley and I were with my brothers 

Tom and Dan at my parents’ home in McKeesport, near  

Pittsburgh.  It was good to see my brothers but the occasion 

was not a happy one.  We were sorting through the house  

deciding what to take and what to give away.  My Mom had 

passed away a year and a half earlier and it had been almost a 

year since Dad has been living at Country Meadows in  

Lancaster.  The home was closed up. 

   I was certainly thinking about Ash Wednesday and how we 

are made from the Earth and return to dust.  Our closed up 

home was full of dust….so much so that it caused a great deal 

of sneezing and wheezing.  It occurred to me as we went 

through everything how, in fact, everything returns to the 

Earth, returns to dust.  The windows on the back porch were 

coated with rust which has built up for just about fifty years.  

The memories were there but the things were not quite the 

same. 

   You don’t have to be a Christian to learn that particular 

lesson in life.  People of every faith and even people of no faith 

are aware of what happens with the passage of time. 

   The difference about having faith is that we have more than 

just memories of yesterday, we have the promise of tomorrow. 

 

   We hear Jesus saying this in the Gospel of Matthew, “Do not 

store up for yourselves treasures on Earth, where moth and rust  

consume and where thieves break in and steal; but store up for  

yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust  

consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal.  For where 

your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  (Matthew 6: 19-21) 

Concluded on the next page 
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   Many of the things in my parents’ home are worthless to anyone else but are priceless 

to me and my family.  I totally understand that the reason most of these items are so  

valuable to me is not because of what they are but because of what they represent.  A 

book, a smell, a picture, an old letter, a blackboard on the wall in the basement still with 

names of all our friends when we were young as we played games, a chair….all of these 

things represent times and people and laughter and sorrow and a million experiences. 

   While I am aware that the value of these things is primarily symbolic, still I cling to 

them and cannot make the next leap from valuing articles to valuing what they represent 

to the next important leap of understanding the value of things as spiritual. 

   God blessed our work when we were at my parents’ home those many years ago with a 

beautiful and gentle snowfall as we took some things out of the home and put them in a 

big truck.  The dust of the closed up and silent house was wiped clean in the white  

beauty which covered all.  And so our sins and our fears are washed away in Holy  

Baptism, like a gentle white snow upon the darkness of our hearts, upon the blackness of 

this ash. 

   I can still see my brother sitting on the back of the truck with the quiet and peaceful 

snow falling around him.  I knew that some things were gone forever.  But I felt God was 

telling me in the snow that He is constant and eternal and will always be present and in 

that Holy Spirit so will my Mom and my home. 

   Christ will comfort us in our sinfulness and give us peace in our trials. 

   From Martin Luther’s great hymn “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”: 

         “God’s Word forever shall abide, no thanks to foes who fear it; 

           For God Himself fights by our side with weapons of the Spirit 

          Were they to take our house, goods, honor, child or spouse 

          Though life be wrenched away, they cannot win the day. 

          The Kingdom’s ours forever!” 

   As you recognize that dust you are and to dust you shall return, may you also always 

know the healing and liberating power of the mercy, forgiveness and 

love of your Creator, God Almighty. 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

     Amen. 
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Hymn of the Month for March 

“Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 

Robert Robinson 

   Robert Robinson was a rather difficult, headstrong boy, and when his Dad 
died, things only got worse for his mother.  So, when he turned 14 in 1749, his 
mother sent him to London for an apprenticeship.  To no one’s surprise, he was 
just as much a troublemaker in London, and to make matters worse he gained 
some friends and followers as a leader! 

 

   When he was 17, he took his gang to a revival service where a well-known 
preacher at the time, George Whitfield, was speaking.  But something happened 
that night that Robert wasn’t expecting.  After hearing the message, it moved him 
deeply and it made him rethink his life and how he was living it.  Nearly three 
years after hearing that sermon, a twenty-year-old Robert Robinson made his 
peace with God, and “found full and free forgiveness through the precious blood 
of Jesus Christ.” 

 

   Joining the Methodists, and feeling the call to preach, the self-taught Robinson 
was appointed by John Wesley himself to the Calvinist Methodist Chapel in  
Norfolk, England. 

It was there, to accompany his sermon for Pentecost Sunday in 1858, the three-
year anniversary of his conversion, he penned the words of the hymn: “Come, 
Thou Fount of Every Blessing.” 

Submitted by Vickie Kissinger 

Choir Practice: 

Sunday March 2 at 8:15 am 

Thursday March 20 & 27 at 6:00 pm 

Bell Practice: 

Thursday March 20 & 27 at 7:00 pm 

Ahava will be playing the  
following dates: 

Sunday March 9th
 

Sunday March 30th 
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PRAYER CORNER 

Please pray for the following people: 
Clair Miller (with family in NJ), Pat McQuate, Tim Harting, Tess Freeman, 
Jay Weaver, Dave Wilhide, Jeff Moyer, Kristi Leonhard, Dave Haldeman, 
Mike Leed, Elaine Haldeman, Shirley Sweigart, Skip Hutchinson,  
Jane Goshert (Home Hospice), Jay Stoltzfus (with family in Florida),  
Beverly Sweigart, Theda Raffauf, Mary Weidman, Sam Soto, Roy Latshaw, 
Amanda Benton, Marty Leed & Family, Fay Weitzel, Vivian Gehr,  
Barb Moyer, Betty Cordes and Judy Meckley. 
 

Artman Lutheran Home, Ambler: Sally Wealand 

Ephrata Manor: Dorothy Hutchinson, Vesta Reber, Shirl Tobias, Pauline Sawyer, 
Joan Wentzel and Bob Weaver 

Ephrata Hospital: Fred Leathery                                   Keystone Villa: Betty Firestine 

Lancaster General Hospital: Dave Wilhide and Doug Cody 

Maple Farms: Janet Hirneisen                Neffsville Rehab & Nursing: Pauline Martin 

Phoebe Berks: Nick Rampolla 

 

Mark Wojcicki, Karen Velez, Ron Neidigh, Kara Trowbridge,  
Randy Vollmer, Polly Stendl, Mary Morton, Dick Reed (Home Hospice), 
Brenda Sweigart, Nancy Good, Jason Harting, Nancy Bolotine,  
Pastor Dennis Trout, Pastor Mark Fischer, Bea Hassler, Paul Sweigart, 
Kelly Root, Dick Mountford, Alyssa Schmeck, Karen Leonhard, Sue Kreitz, 
Dennis Betz, Dale Firestone, Mary Sanger, Andy & Brenda Gabig,  
Brian Fetter, Pastor Karen Larson, Brian Kerns, Mary Lou Crum, Bob Bos, 
Curtis Townsley, Robyn Redcay, Corrina Bender, Margaret Weller,  
Bud Bender, and Cynthia Peters. 
 

Pray also for the grieving families of: 

Ella Felker, Tony Frey, Brittany Merklinger, Chris Miller, Richard Keller, 
Susie Wentzel, Matt Thorn, Nicholas Bolotine, John Hutchinson,  
Reverend Judy McKee, Ethel Leed, Grace Wentz, Don Craven,  
Faye Pannebecker, Maggie Bollinger, Harriet Stoltzfus, Mick Smyer,  
Lavern Gehman, Patricia Kieffer, Tom Craven, Bill Nodeen,  
Michelle Simpson, Sam Heiser, Hunter Bristow, Clair High, Tom Dittoe, 
Donald Hain and Clara Ingram. 
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March 2 — Transformation of Our Lord:  

Exodus 34:29-35, Psalm 99, 2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2 & Luke: 9:28-36 [37-43a] 

March 5 — Ash Wednesday: Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 or Isaiah 58:1-12,  

Psalm 51:1-17, 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 & Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

March 9 — 1 Lent: Deuteronomy 26:1-11, Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16,  

Romans 10:8b-13 & Luke 4:1-13 

March 16 — 2 Lent: Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18, Psalm 27,  

Philippians 3:17-4:1 & Luke 13:31-35 

March 23 — 3 Lent: Isaiah 55:1-9, Psalm 63:1-8, 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 

& Luke 13:1-9 

March 30 — 4 Lent: Joshua 5:9-12, Psalm 32, 2 Corinthians 5:16-21  

& Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 

Readings for the Month of March 

March 2 

Head – Lowell Yost, Linda Weaver & alternate Joan Moore 

March 9 

Head – Shawn Jeffers, Troy Adair & alternate Randy Brubaker 

March 16 

Head – Vic Richard, Mike Haller & alternate Jean Lausch 

March 23 

Head – Piper Leonhard, Kristi Leonhard & alternate Dave Weidman 

March 30 

Head – Jill Showalter, Linda Weaver & alternate Lowell Yost 

March 
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Council February 2025 

 Lowell Yost called the February meeting to order at 6:30 pm.  Nancy Eberly read 

devotions Psalm 121; Make Me Your Primary Focus. 

 Jon Hogan reminded Council from previous discussions, one of our Air Conditioning 

units is due for replacement this year. 

 Pastor Tim reviewed his 2 reports from mid December to February.  Review of the 

Needy Fund expenses, the Heidelberg Brass Band will play at Church on Sunday 

May 18 and he will be away twice in March - a conference in Gettysburg and a  

family event near Pittsburgh. 

 The Finance Committee is continuing to review our energy supply rates. 

 Andy Leonhard gave a report of repairs over the past few months.  Inspections 

have been completed for our elevator and chair lift, Vertex will be out to complete 

winter maintenance, a new LED light was added to the parking lot, he is meeting 

with the electrician about a few other lights around the property and discussion of 

maintaining and snow removal. 

 Next Meeting is scheduled for Thursday March 13 at 6:30 pm.  We adjourned with 

the Lord’s Prayer. 

Weather Statement: 

In case of bad weather 
on a Sunday, check the 
church phone  
answering machine 
message (after 7:30 am) 
at 717-336-8800 or 
Mellingers Facebook 
page if we will be having 
a service. 
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Sunday 

March 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30 
      9:00 am Church Services   10:15 am - 11:00 am Sunday School 

2nd: Transfiguration Sunday 

9th: Ahava playing 

16th: Reverend Patricia Snyder will preside for Worship 

23rd: 3:00 pm North Lancaster and Lebanon Conference Spring Assemblies, 
Friedens Lutheran Church, Myerstown 

30th: Ahava playing 
 

Monday 

March 10: 6:30 pm Social Ministry Meeting 
 

Tuesday 

March 4, 11, 18 & 25 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm Pastor Tim Zoom Bible Study 
 

Wednesday 

March 5, 19 & 26 1:30 pm - 3:00 pm In Person Bible Study at Church 

5th: 7:00 pm  Ash Wednesday Services at Swamp Lutheran Church, Reinholds 

12th: 2:30 pm Pastor Tim leading Worship at Ephrata Manor 

          7:00 pm Lenten Worship at St. John Center, East Earl 

19th: 7:00 pm Lenten Worship at Faith United, Denver 

26th: 7:00 pm Lenten Worship at Muddy Creek, Denver 

Wednesday April 2 at 7 pm Lenten Worship at Mellingers 
 

Thursday 

March 6 & 7: Pastor Tim at United Lutheran Seminary in Gettysburg,  
“Hope in a Divided World” Conference 
13th:6:30 pm Council Meeting 
 

Saturday 
March 8: 3:00 - 7:00 pm Scout’s Spaghetti Supper 

Change your clock for Day light savings 
March 15 & 16: Pastor Tim is away.  Covering for pastoral emergencies is  
Reverend Scott Brubaker 717-598-4663. 
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Giving Program runs from Sunday, March 9 to Sunday, May 25 
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Giving Program runs from Sunday, March 9 to Sunday, May 25 
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Thank You ! 

THE GOAT PROGRAM 
$ 3,300.00 

Donation amount as of 2/26/25 

Your donation will make a difference for 

66 families of God’s children! 

WELL DONE!! 

The Scouts (Troop and Pack 115) will be hosting their 
Spaghetti Supper in our Social Hall on  

Saturday March 8th   3:00 pm to 7:00 pm 

Stop in to enjoy a nice dinner and support the boys. 

The meal will include: 

Spaghetti and meatballs, salad bar, 

a roll, beverages and a dessert. 

Adults: $15   Children 5-11: $8   Children under 5: Free 

Pre-sale tickets are available or get your tickets at the door. 

Troop 115 upcoming events: 
 

March 14-16 - Indoor Rock Climbing Weekend 

March 31 - Spring Cleanup at Church - 5:30 to 7 pm 
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CONTRIBUTION OPPORTUNITIES AT MELLINGERS 

Contributions may be made to the following funds at any time and may also be used to aid 

people in designating monies for memorials.  Should you wish to donate to any of these 

funds, please place funds in an envelope and provide the name of the fund in which you 

would like your donation placed, your name and envelope number. 

 Maintenance and Building Fund        Needy Fund        Lutheran World Relief 

VOLUNTEER Opportunities at Church 

We are a blessed congregation to have hard working individuals involved in our 
volunteer opportunities.  If you ever feel like lending an extra hand, here are the 
areas: 

•During Sunday Services: Communion Assistant, Scripture Reader, Soundboard & 

Video Operator 

•Worship & Music: Choir, Handbell Choir & Special Music 

•Coffee Time: Servers, Donations of Baked Goods or Monetary Contributions 

•Discipleship Committee: Help maintain the garden for EASS donations.  Help with 

fund raisers like the Goat Program and Great Eight Lenten giving. 

•Social Ministry Committee: Help serve at social functions and memorial service 

luncheons.  Help with Lutheran World Relief collections. 

Thank You for your support!  For 2024, we assembled 60 Quilts,  

300 School Kits, 100 Personal Care Kits. 

Donations bless those who have lost their home and belongings in natural 

disasters & for those who had to flee their homes due to war and religious 

persecution.  We pray that God moves your heart to help.  If you are  

interested in helping, please contact a Social Ministry member.  You need 

not join the committee in order to help, but we do welcome new members.  

Please use an envelope marked LWR to help change a life.  With your donations to LWR, 

we can continue to do God’s work. 

Lutheran World Relief envelopes are available or mark your donations LWR.  Please visit 

their website for more information. https://lwr.org 

Thank you and God Bless, ~ Social Ministry 
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March 03 

Tom Fassnacht 
 

March 04 

Spencer Craven 

John Stewart 
 

March 05 

Ian Stafford 
 

March 06 

Kim Kieffer 
 

March 10 

Meg Barr 

Samantha Herr 

Edward Wentzel 
 

March 12 

Nancy Heiser 
 

March 13 

Dorothy Hutchinson 

Evelyn Shade 

Ashley Weinhold 
 

March 14 

Julie Ewing 

Daniel Stahl 

Sally Wealand 
 

March 15 

Jerilyn Yost 

March 16 

Erin Biles 

Wendy Leisey 
 

March 22 

Stephanie Brubaker 

Piper Leonhard 

Julie Sawyer 
 

March 28 

Virginia Weitzel 
 

March 29 

Steve Fassnacht 
 

March 31 

Chelsea Weik 

March 17 

Pauline Martin 

March 15, 1980 

Barry & Susan Specht 
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Monday March 17 

Tuesday March 4 

Friday March 7 Sunday March 9 

Wednesday March 5 
Sunday March 2 

Thursday March 20 
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This classic Creamy Pea Salad with bacon is a  

delicious combination of sweet peas, bacon,  

cheddar cheese, red onion and a simple, zesty 

dressing.  This simple side dish is perfect for the 

summer months and is a welcome addition to  

potlucks, cookouts, BBQs and baby showers! 

Perfect for small or large gatherings, this easy side 

salad can be pulled together in just minutes and 

can also be made up to three days in advance 

Prep Time: 10 minutes        Serves: 8 

Ingredients: 

Salad 

16 oz Frozen Petite Peas 

4 oz Sharp Cheddar Cheese, cubed 

1/2 Small Red Onion, diced 

1/4 lb Bacon, cooked and finely chopped 

 

Dressing 

1/2 cup Sour Cream 

1/2 cup Mayonnaise 

1 Tbsp Granulated Sugar 

1 tsp Apple Cider Vinegar 

1/2 tsp Salt 

1/4 tsp Freshly Ground Black Pepper 

Instructions: 

1. Remove peas from freezer and place 

in a colander allowing to slightly thaw 

while preparing the dressing. 

2. In a large bowl, whisk together  

mayonnaise, sour cream, sugar, apple 

cider vinegar, salt and black pepper. 

3. Add peas, bacon, cheddar cheese and 

red onion.  Fold / stir to combine. 

4. Chill the salad for at least one hour  

before serving.  The salad can be 

made up to 3 days in advance 
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IMPORTANT CONTACT INFORMATION 
MINISTERS: The people of Mellingers 
STAFF 
Pastor: Rev. Timothy Craven  (717) 738-3838   Cell: (717) 468-9049 
Director of Christian Education:  Diane Adair (717) 715-3124 
Director of Music: Vickie Kissinger (717) 354-6575  vickiekissinger@gmail.com 
Secretary: Ashley Weinhold (717) 336-8800  mellingerslutheran@gmail.com 
Treasurer: Jon Hogan (814) 289-1646 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL 
President: Lowell Yost (717) 471-7758            Vice-President: Troy Adair (717) 715-3126 

LEADERS 

Altar Guild: Kimberley Craven - Chair: (717) 519-9882 

Blood Pressure Check Coordinator: Susan Specht (717) 336-4601 

Camp Person: Kimberley Craven (717) 738-3838 

Coffee Social: Kristi Leonhard (717) 940-7535 

Communion Assistant Coordinator: Ashley Weinhold (717) 336-8800 

Finance Committee: Vic Richard (717) 951-8977, Pat Haller (717) 368-4975, Nancy Eberly (717) 945-2895 

Financial Secretary: Jill Showalter (717) 336-2839    Assistant Financial Secretary: Dawn Henry (610) 914-3218 

Greeter Coordinator: Fay Weitzel (717) 336-2124 

Lawn Care: Pat Jeffers (717) 336-8170 

Newsletter Editor: Office Staff (717) 336-8800 

Offering Counters: Nancy Eberly (717) 945-2895 

Scout Liaison: David Haldeman (717) 733-8551 

Scripture Reader Coordinator: Anita Soto (717) 419-5520 

Snow Removal: Andy Leonhard (717) 336-8800 

Special Flowers: Pat Haller (717) 368-4975 

Treasurer: Jon Hogan (814) 289-1646    Assistant Treasurer: Skip Hutchinson (717) 733-5029 

Web Site Editor: Office Staff (717) 336-8800 

Wedding Coordinator: Brittany Hartlove (717) 715-3127 

Youth Group Advisors: Kristi & Paul Leonhard  (717) 733-1260   
      Cell: (717) 940-7535    Pastor Tim (717) 738-3838 
 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

Discipleship In Life: Robert H. Getz, Jr. (717) 925-4938 

Endowment/Memorial: Randy Brubaker (717) 733-9222 

Personnel: Nancy Eberly (717) 945-2895 

Property: Andy Leonhard (717) 336-8800 

Social Ministry: Shirley Sweigart (717) 538-1946 

Worship and Music: Nancy Hain (717) 336-6270 

SCOUT LEADERS 

   Troop 115: Sheldon Brubaker (717) 468-5333 smb115@ptd.net 

   Pack 115: Daniel Marszalek  (717) 405-9724  scoutleaderdan115@yahoo.com 

 Randy Brubaker (717) 314-3449  Nancy Eberly (717) 945-2895  Mike Haller (717) 368-1572 

 Shawn Jeffers (717) 278-5000  Vic Richard (717) 951-8977  Kristi Leonhard (717) 940-7535 

 Piper Leonhard (717) 419-5691  Jill Showalter (717) 336-2839  Linda Weaver (717) 587-1319 

Recording Secretary: Ashley Weinhold  (717) 336-8800  

SOCIAL MEDIA 

RESOURCES 

WEBSITE: 

www.mellingers.org 
 

FACEBOOK: 

Check us out on Facebook.  We 
are listed under Mellingers 

Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

Peace be with you! 
 

SERVICE TIMES 

Sunday 

Worship Service 

9 am 

mailto:smb115@ptd.net
mailto:scoutleaderdan115@yahoo.com

